
4 DOES GOD HAVE A HAIRY CHEST?

In a book by Eddy entitled  Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures,  the author, on page

465, defines God in this way: 

“Question.— What is God? 

“Answer.— God is incorporeal, divine, supreme, infinite Mind, Spirit, Soul, Principle, Life,

Truth, Love. 

I find this definition to be quite interesting and helpful. We know that Jesus said “God

is Spirit” (John 4), and later John wrote “God is Love” (First John 4). So here in this definition

we find additional terms which indicate His fundamental nature.

One might ask, Why does God need to have seven names, seven definitive terms? I

think it's helpful to remember that God is not one of a series, like people, but stands alone as a

unique  entity.  A person's  name  distinguishes  him  or  her  from  others;  but  God's  names

indicate His unique nature ... And there are a lot of facets to God's nature! 

The most intriguing explanation I've ever heard regarding these seven names for

God is that each of them constitutes the highest possible causative concept in a single direction of

thought.

When you think about it, how many different directions of thought are there? Well, at

first glance one might say there are billions . . . that every stray thought we ever have is its

own direction of thought! But it seems to me that this reasoning is frivolous and unhelpful

when endeavoring to understand the nature of existence and its creator.

Thinking more deeply on the subject, we begin to discern that there are , indeed, a

compacted number of directions of thought in which a distinct causative concept exists.



One might argue that every law of nature is causative in its own right—for example,

the law of gravity. But when we are considering God, we are forced to make decisions as to

what is cause, and what is effect. It seems to me that it makes sense to conclude that God, the

divine Mind, is the cause behind the phenomenon called gravity; to conclude that gravity is

an effect of the greater underlying cause.

So,  why should there be  seven fundamental  directions of  thought,  and not four,  or

eleven? Well, we find an interesting  confirmation of this structure in the first three chapters

of the book of Revelation, where there are several references to “the seven Spirits of God”.

These  references  point  to  an  underlying  truth:  namely,  that  God has  a  seven-fold

essence,  and that these facets  of  His nature comprise the fundamental  building blocks of

existence.

In support of this idea, it is interesting to note—in regard to the varying frequencies of

light waves—that out of the billions of light-wave frequencies which produce color, only three

of those frequencies has been singled out by the human mind to be considered “primary

colors”; and three others to be considered “secondary colors”; with white and black being

combinations of those colors.

It is as if the human mind can only understand existence by breaking it down into a

manageable number of basic units.

As one ponders these seven names for God—Mind, Spirit, Soul, Principle, Life, Truth,

Love—one realizes that each of them has an enormity to it that sets it apart—puts it into a

category of  its  own.  These terms express  the largest  distinct  attribute-spheres  the human

mind is capable of comprehending. They each fully occupy a single direction of thought.

They are causative because all the laws and phenomena of existence find their origin in

one of them. As we consider these highest  possible causative concepts in their  individual

light,  we  become  aware  of  the  liberating  and  joyful  fact  that  God  is  knowable and



understandable—not  the  inscrutable,  mysterious  Tyrant  brandishing  evil  and  good  at  His

whim that we have been educated to accept.

divine Mind

The book of Amos says of God ,“He declareth unto man what is his thought” (ch. 4). But

this doesn't always seem to be the case, does it? When a person is raping, murdering, hating

or stealing, can we say it is God who is compelling these actions? Of course not. So does this

fact invalidate the words quoted from Amos?

Some people might say yes, but I would answer no— because while God is ceaselessly

“declaring unto man what is his thought”, human beings are not, unfortunately, ceaselessly

listening to what God, Mind, is declaring.

Is the person ensconced in playing video games hour after hour listening to the angel

thoughts God is  declaring unto him? I  would say no—her or his  perceptive faculties  are

engaged elsewhere. How about the person quietly listening to some beautiful music?

I would say that since they are,  to a degree, coming into the atmosphere of divine

Mind by engaging in this spiritually invigorating activity, they are perceiving glimmers of the

divine nature; and so, in this way, are receiving God's declarations in an indirect, attenuated

sort of way.

How about the person who is wholly engaged in completing a demanding assignment

at work? As many people have successfully done through the years, they could be making

conscious efforts  to  turn their  thoughts to  Soul,  Spirit  periodically as they focus on their

labors.



 This person, if they wish to stay close to divine Mind and breathe the atmosphere of

what She is declaring, could also choose to listen to some inspiring recordings of hymns and

other spiritual content.

 These hymns, songs and verses can serve to stimulate our spiritual faculties, and keep

us refreshed and uplifted as we move through our hectic day. When in this state of spiritual

awakeness, we can hear and receive the angel messages God is sending to us.

Imagine how we would feel if a plastic bag were put over our head so that we could

not breathe. The longer we were to go without air, the more desperate we would feel. Well,

it's the same for the spiritually illuminated person—the person walking hand in hand with,

and breathing the atmosphere of God.

What many of us don't realize is that once we have tasted the heavenly presence, the

light and joy, of divine Mind, it almost literally becomes our oxygen, and we crave and starve

for it like a suffocating person. We would rather endure almost any hardship than go without

our full times of communion with Spirit.

I have found that God—supreme, infinite Mind— has been right there beside me when

I have needed Him the most.

As I turn to Him in prayer, Mind enfolds me in His intelligence, discernment, wisdom,

perceptivity  and percipience.  I  feel  invigorated,  refreshed,  lifted  and keen as  I  pray  and

gratefully acknowledge His presence.

There's an old hymn called I Need Thee Every Hour. That 's really the way it is for us as

we get acquainted with God, Soul, Life: we feel a deep pervading hunger ... a yearning to

drink in that indescribable divine presence, and never stop.

supreme Spirit



It seems to me that for us, in our human situation, Spirit is more of a  feeling than a

thing. Thoughts, ideas and beliefs about Spirit tend to be abstract and hypothetical.

But there are many people in our world who, living a life devoted to prayer,  have

become accustomed to  a  certain  feeling,  a  certain  sense  of  power,  or  presence,  which  is

entirely beyond the cognitive abilities of the physical senses.

People who live this type of life have also noticed how the animals living with them

become disturbed and agitated when communion is being neglected for some reason. In the

book of First Kings we read,

“the Lord was not in the wind: and after the wind an earthquake; but the Lord 

 not in the earthquake:

 and after the earthquake a fire; but the Lord was not in the fire: and after the fire 

a still small voice.” (ch. 19).

Spirit  is  the  "still  small  voice",  which  can  only  be  heard  when  the  reports  of  the

physical senses have been quieted and superseded by prayerful thinking ... and which grows

in our daily lives as our devotion to scripture study and communion grows.

Jesus described this ability of ours to become increasingly conscious of God, supreme

Spirit, with a simple simile:

“the kingdom of heaven is like to a grain of mustard seed, which a man took, and 

sowed in his field: which indeed is the least of all seeds: but when it is grown, it is the 

greatest among herbs, and becometh a tree, so that the birds of the air come and lodge in 

the branches thereof” (Mat 13).

If we were to tell an isolated, uneducated dweller in a tropical rainforest about snow

and ice, he might respond that only a fool would believe such nonsense. In the same way,



many modern thinkers might say that only a fool would believe in the existence of supreme

Spirit.

 So we have to be as patient with the modern thinker in helping him to come to know

Spirit, as we are with the rainforest dweller in helping him to understand ice.

And I would like to point out that the accelerating borg-ization of modern man, with

his proliferating technology of constant inter-connectivity with the collective human mind,

works against his ability to learn of Spirit. Why do I say this?

Because it seems to me the collective human mind is “the earthquake, the wind, and

the fire”; that is to say, ninety nine percent of it is the regurgitating chatter of the reports of

the physical senses ... working against a person's opportunity to individually discover and

grow into God, Spirit.

Speaking  for  myself,  Spirit  brings  me,  as  I  worship,  into  a  universe  of  joy;  light;

strength;  purity;  beauty;  fervor  ...  a  sense  of  radiant  understanding,  spiritual  power,  and

deeply settled confidence. A line from an old hymn says

“. . . the things of earth grow strangely dim in the light of His glory and grace.”

This describes what I feel as I adore and worship, gratefully acknowledging Spirit's

supremacy in my life and throughout all creation. I have found that the things of earth  do

grow strangely dim as the light of Spirit's glory and grace takes hold, more and more, of my

thoughts and desires.

infinite Soul

This word “soul” is so often construed to mean a person's spiritual essence trapped

inside his or her corporeal body, that its usage as a term for God can seem surprising or

strange. This belief, that there are billions of “minds”, or “souls”, or “spirits” inhabiting the



material bodies filling the earth, is so pervasive that it seems as though most of us almost

automatically give it our consent. But is this belief really accurate? I think it would behoove

us to examine the question more closely.

The book of Genesis says that God made man in His own image and likeness. The

immediate response of the human mind to this proposition is to conclude that since we have a

nose, God has a nose; since we have a hairy chest, God has a hairy chest.

But shouldn't we think more deeply and rationally? We must decide whether to reason

from God's perspective, or from ours.

If we reason from our perspective, then, yes, God must have a hairy chest. But if we

reason from God's perspective, then no, it is not necessary or logical to conclude that God has

two knees and ten fingers. If God isn't spiritual, then God isn't God.

 Put another way: a material God is no God. Again: the only way there could possibly be an

omnipotent God in our universe is if that God were Spirit. So let's posit for a moment that there is a

God Who is infinite, creative, governing Spirit.

What would the image and likeness of that God be? Doesn't it make sense that it would

be a spiritual creation? It sure seems that way to me!

God is the creating, governing Soul of you and me. We, individually and collectively,

are Soul's image and likeness. We are neither separate from Soul, nor separate pieces of Soul.

We live in Soul, and express Soul's nature. It's a mistake for us to think, “I have a soul

that will be going to hell”, because the only Soul we have is God, Who holds us in Life, Spirit.

As I commune with Him, Soul enfolds me in His atmosphere of adoration, humility,

thankfulness; depth, peacefulness, reverence. He makes me like the hull of a ship sunk deep

in an ocean of infinite warmth, light and peace ... so that I'm not touched by any squalls on

the surface. She makes me to be



 "... as a tree planted by the waters ... that spreadeth out her roots by the river, 

and shall not see when heat cometh, but her leaf shall be green ... and shall not be careful

in the year of drought." (Jer 17)

The Scriptures remind us that one of the errors of the human mind is the tendency to

drift into the illusion that the talents and abilities we express are personal possessions; that we

own them, and have created them by our own personal powers.

This error is the insanity of the I-am-God delusion which afflicts so many of us. All

powers,  talents  and  abilities  originate  in  Soul, Mind.  She  shares  these  freely  with  Her

offspring because She is the very holiest Principle, Love.

But what happens when we fall asleep and begin to dream that we are the  origin of

these things?

We begin to lose our understanding of our relationship to our Principle, our Soul, and

our gifts  begin to diminish—until  we either  awaken from that  false  consciousness into a

humbler  and  stronger  sense  of  adoration  than  ever  before  ...  or  sink  into  an  increasing

darkness of self-delusion.

divine Principle

The word “principle” can seem cold and inhuman, like a law of mathematics  or a

harsh disciplinarian;  but I  have learned that  those things give a wrong impression when

considering the topic in reference to God. In a sense similar to the opening words of D.H.

Lawrence's poem Whales Weep Not!—

“They say the sea is cold, but the sea contains the hottest blood of all . . . “



— I would point out that although some may say that a God Who is Principle must

necessarily be cold and distant, the opposite is really the case. Divine Principle has perhaps

the 'hottest blood' of all God's synonyms! Let me explain why I feel this way.

In a nutshell, it is because of the constancy of God, Principle. That sunshine is the most

fructifying which is the most constant and continual; that watering yields the deepest roots

which is the most thorough and consistent; that forgiveness is the most edifying which stays

with you all the way to the end of the journey.

A fire that burns for a while and then sputters and goes out when the wind and the

snow come is better than nothing; but the fire that burns hot and strong through every storm

of life is the great Savior and Friend of mankind.

Divine Principle is the nuclear furnace of Love's administration of His creation through

spiritual  law;  the  nuclear  furnace  of  the  law of  Spirit  overcoming material  resistance;  the

nuclear furnace of Soul's law of profound peace taking the place of restlessness and anxiety;

the nuclear furnace of the law of divine Mind awakening us out of the stupor of human

dreaming; the nuclear furnace of the law of divine Truth challenging and overthrowing the

errors of the carnal mind; the nuclear furnace of incorporeal Life holding us in Her law of

spiritual progress.

God, Principle is more cherishing, warm, immediate and caring than the best human

parent could ever be, because His Love is  divine. One definition of the word 'divine' I once

heard, and find very meaningful, is: “the very holiest; supremely good; sacred; pure; perfect.”

This  tender  affection  of  the  very  holiest  Principle,  God  Himself,  permeates  every

moment and detail of our lives. To our limited understanding, it is best conceived of not only

by the idea of  a  loving father  and a  cherishing mother,  but  also of  a  watchful  shepherd

faithfully tending his flock.



This  simile  is  found in  many places  in  the  Scriptures,  and is  nowhere  more  fully

uttered than in the books of Ezekiel and John:

. . . thus saith the Lord God; I, even I, will both search my sheep, and seek them 

out. As a shepherd seeketh out his flock in the day that he is among his sheep that are 

scattered;

so will I seek out my sheep, and will deliver them out of all places where they 

have been scattered in the cloudy and dark day …

I will feed them in a good pasture, and upon the high mountains of Israel shall 

their fold be . . . I will feed my flock, and I will cause them to lie down, saith the Lord 

God . . .

I will seek that which was lost, and bring again that which was driven away, and

will bind up that which was broken, and will strengthen that which was sick ..." (Ezk 

34)

These lines reveal a God Who is closer and more caring than even the most tender

human mother, because He is the always-present, supremely good Principle of existence Who

individually cherishes, upholds, sustains and knows each of His innumerable lambkins.

It seems to me that the awakening of mankind to this glimpse of the nature of God is

even more meaningful,  profound and fraught  with importance than the discovery of  the

atomic bomb— because, while the atomic bomb presents the somber prospect of material

destruction, our spiritual sense of God as the divine Principle of all, gained as we adoringly

commune with Her, establishes in our hearts and minds a peaceful apprehension of creation

being held in the permanence and harmony of Her spiritual laws.

Jesus expands upon this point in the tenth chapter of John:



“Verily, verily I say unto you, I am the door of the sheep; by me if any man enter 

in, he shall be saved, and shall go in and out, and find pasture ...  I am the good 

shepherd: the good shepherd giveth his life for the sheep . . .

 As the Father knoweth me, so know I the Father: and I lay down my life for the 

sheep. And other sheep I have, which are not of this fold: them also I must bring, and 

they shall hear my voice; and there shall be one fold, and one shepherd.”

This wonderful metaphor gives us a glimpse of a warm-hearted creator Who yearns for

the well-being of His flock, seeking them out in the “cloudy and dark day” as Ezekiel says.

God, divine Principle, is the good Shepherd of man and the universe.

He holds us in obedience, constancy, order, harmony and unerring direction. As we

learn of and awaken to Principle, God, we expand in our capability both to bring to fruition

the talents He has given us, and to protect, lift up and heal our fellow beings.


